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SUBJECT: COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT (CD): GUIDANCE FOR 
USDEL CONSULTATIONS ON CD MEMBERSHIP WITH GA PRESIDENT 
MOJSOV, AUGUST 14-16 
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1 . THIS CABLE PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR USDEL CONSULTATIONS 
WITH GA PRESIDENT MOJSOV ON SELECTION OF ADDITIONAL 
MEMBERS FOR THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT (CD). WASHINGTON 
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REACTION IS ALSO PROVIDED TO USDEL COMMENT (REF A) 

REGARDING POSSIBLE 4-POWER MEETING IN PARIS, AS FOLLOW-UP 
TO BILATERAL CONSULTATIONS WITH BRITISH, FRENCH AND 
SOVIETS, TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS ON SELECTION TO PASS 
TO MOJSOV. 

2. THE USG APPROACH TO THE SELECTION OF THE ADDITIONAL 
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MEMBERS OF THE CD IS STILL BEING DEVELOPED IN WASHINGTON 
AND, THEREFORE, DELEGATION SHOULD MAKE IT CLEAR TO MOJSOV 
THAT ON AUGUST 14-16, WE WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO 
DISCUSS THE QUESTION OF GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OR 
EXPRESS US PREFERENCES ON SPECIFIC CANDIDACIES. DELEGATION 
MAY INFORM MOJSOV THAT WE HAVE HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
BRITISH, THE FRENCH AND THE SOVIETS, IN CAPITALS, AS PART 
OF THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING THE USG APPROACH TO THE 
SELECTION. YOU MAY ALSO STATE THAT WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO 
DISCUSS THE ISSUE IN DETAIL IN THE NEAREST FUTURE AND WILL 
KEEP HIM INFORMED OF PROGRESS BEING MADE ON THIS ISSUE. 

3. THE FRENCH HAVE TOLD US IN WASHINGTON AND PARIS THAT 
THEY SEE NO NEED FOR CONSULTATIONS ON THIS ISSUE AMONG 
THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES (REFS B AND C). THEY MAINTAIN 
THAT SUCH TALKS WOULD SMACK OF THE OLD CCD ARRANGEMENT 

WHICH GIVES SPECIAL STATUS TO THE SUPERPOWERS AND, 

THEREFORE, THEY WOULD PREFER TO HAVE THE SELECTION CARRIED 
OUT BY A MORE "DEMOCRATIC" PROCESS, I.E., THROUGH 
REGIONAL GOUPS DIRECTLY (REF C) OR THROUGH CONSULTATIONS 
BETWEEN MOJSOV AND THE LEADERS OF ALL THE REGIONAL GROUPS 
(REF B). DELEGATION SHOULD ALSO BE AWARE THAT THE FRENCH 
HAVE STATED THAT THEY DO NOT CONSIDER GENEVA THE "PROPER 
FORUM" (REF C); THIS POSITION SEEMS TO CONFLICT WITH 
THE REPORT (REF D) THAT THE FRENCH "WOULD NOT BE ABSENT" IF 
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INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS WERE HELD IN GENEVA. 

4. IN LIGHT OF THE FRENCH POSITION (ABOVE) AND POSSIBLE 
NON-ALIGNED OBJECTIONS, WE WOULD PREFER THAT MOJSOV CONSULT 
INDIVIDUALLY WITH INTERESTED COUNTRIES IN GENEVA, RATHER 
THAN COLLECTIVELY. HOWEVER, WE RECOGNIZE THE DIFFICULTIES 
SUCH A PROCEDURE COULD POSE FOR MOJSOV SINCE HE WILL ONLY 

BE IN GENEVA FOR THREE DAYS. THEREFORE, DELEGATION MAY 
AGREE TO MEET WITH MOJSOV IN A WIDER GROUP PROVIDED 
(1) THE BRITISH, THE SOVIETS AND THE FRENCH WILL ALSO BE 
PARTICIPATING; AND (2) THE MEETING IS CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD 

TO BE AMONG SOME OF THE INTERESTED COUNTRIES AND NOT 
CHARACTERIZED AS A MEETING OF SELECTED CCD MEMBERS. WE 
BELIEVE THIS IS THE BEST WAY TO AVOID CRITICISM FROM OTHER 
CCD MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS OF THE CCD, OR RISK 
JEOPARDIZING FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN THE NEW CD. 

5. REGARDING DELEGATION SUGGESTION THAT A 4-POWER MEETING 
MIGHT BE NECESSARY AT SOME POINT TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR MOJSOV ON THE SELECTION ISSUE (REF A), THE FRENCH HAVE 
MADE IT CLEAR TO US IN WASHINGTON THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE 
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FAVOURABLY DISPOSED TO SUCH A MEETING, REGARDLESS OF VENUE. 

IN LIGHT OF THEIR OBJECTION, WE BELIEVE IT BEST TO CONTINUE 
TO CONSULT WITH FRENCH BILATERALLY IN WASHINGTON AND PARIS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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